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Historical Note:

Gabriel Lopez Valencia (1929-2001) was born in Placentia, California on June 30, 1929 to Jesus and
Modesta Valencia. After the death of his father at age two, he and his mother Modesta moved to Mexico
where he was raised. As per Mexican law, Gabriel was conscripted and served in the Mexican Army when
he became of age. Upon his discharge from the Army, he returned to the U.S. where he worked as a
migrant field worker. He later settled in Nipomo Mesa where he met and married Elisa.

Together, they worked in farm labor and raised a family of eight children on the central coast, primarily in
the Santa Maria Valley. Valencia joined the United Farm Workers Union in 1968, and in 1970 the family
moved to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to work with the UFW. He was a founder and president of the Mexican
American Political Association (MAPA) Central Coast Chapter and helped raise money for educational
scholarships. Valencia continued his volunteer work with the UFW until his death from cancer in 2011.

Scope and Content:
2 boxes (2LF) of materials including photographs and audio recordings created and collected by the
Valencia family of California relating to California Farm Labor and the United Farm Worker (UFW).

Arrangement:
The collection is arranged as a single series. Original organization of the records has been preserved
where possible. Materials may have been reorganized or rehoused for preservation and access purposes.

Related Collections:

Access:

Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies,
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http:/lib.calpoly.edu/search-
and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/.

Restrictions on Use and Reproduction:

Digital Copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only,
unless otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and
Archives require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.

For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at
http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material,
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions.
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Photograph of Cesar Chavez with Loretta Scott King and Edward Kennedy,
photograph by Gabriel L. Valencia, 1971

Photograph of Cesar Chavez with Marshall Ganz, photograph by Gabriel L.
Valencia, 1971

Photograph of Valencia family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania while working with
Mexican American Political Association (MAPA) and the UFW, photographer
unknown, 1971

Audio CD titled “La Causa” of songs performed by Victor Valencia, recorded at
BRB Studios, Santa Maria, California, 2001

Cesar Chavez Birthday Celebration, Santa Maria, California, event pamphlet, 2010

Lyrics by Gabriel Valencia, “Nunca Moriras” written in Pittsburgh after the death of
Nan Freeman during labor strikes, 1972
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